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CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
May 23, 2012 

3:00 P.M. – DISTRICT OFFICE 
 

 
Right to be heard:  Members of the public have a right to address the Board directly on any 
item of interest to the public which is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  The 
request to be heard should be made immediately before the Board's consideration of the item. 
No action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is 
otherwise authorized by subdivision (b) of  ¶54954.2 of the Government Code and except that 
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions 
posed by persons exercising their public testimony rights under section 54954.3 of the 
Government Code. 

 
 

1. Public Comments 
     
2. General Manager comments.   
 
3. Board of Director comments. 

 
4. Consent Agenda 
 

a. Minutes of the May 7, 2012 Board Meeting. 
b. Resolution requesting that the General District Election to be held 

on November 6, 2012 be consolidated with other elections called to 
be held on the same day and in the same territory. 

 
  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Adopt Consent Agenda 
 
5. Bills 
 
6. Committee/Manager Reports 
 

a. Recreation Committee Minutes 
 
7. Presentation of the Hydrology Report 
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8. Recommend granting a temporary easement to the Ventura County 
Watershed Protection District for the purpose of treatment/removal of non-
native plants within Casitas’ property in the Ventura River. 

 
  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Motion approving recommendation 
 
9. Recommend authorization of Change Order No. 1 in the amount of 

$29,993.55 for the Rincon 2(M) Pipeline Replacement, Station 65-76, 
Specification 11-346. 

 
  RECOMMENDED ACTION: Motion approving recommendation 
 
10. Information Items: 
 

a. 2012 ACWA Spring Conference report from Director Word. 
b. 2012 ACWA Spring Conference report from Director Hicks. 
c. 2012 ACWA Spring Conference report from Director Baggerly. 
d. News Articles. 

 
 

11. Closed Session 
 

 a. (Govt. Code Sec. 54956.9 (c)) 
Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation (One case). 

 

12. Adjournment  
 

If you require special accommodations for attendance at or participation in this 
meeting, please notify our office 24 hours in advance at (805) 649-2251, ext. 
113.  (Govt. Code Section 54954.1 and 54954.2(a). 
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Minutes of the Casitas Municipal Water District 
Board Meeting Held 

May 7, 2012 
 

 A meeting of the Board of Directors was held May 7, 2012 at Casitas' 
Office, Oak View, California.  Directors Baggerly, Word, Hicks, Bergen and 
Kaiser were present. Also present were Steve Wickstrum, General Manager, 
Rebekah Vieira, Clerk of the Board, and Attorney, John Mathews.  There were 
four staff members and two members of the public in attendance.  President 
Baggerly led the group in the flag salute. 

 
1. Public Comments 
 

None 
     
2. General Manager comments.   
 

Mr. Wickstrum mentioned Ethics Training being held on Monday, June 
25th at 6:00 p.m.  Let us know if you want to be registered for this training. You 
can also attend Ethics training at the ACWA Conference. 
 
3. Board of Director comments. 
 

None 
 
4. Consent Agenda      ADOPTED 
 

a. Minutes of the April 23, 2012 Board Meeting. 
b. Recommend approval of a purchase order in the amount of 

$20,270.25, which will be reimbursed by the Bureau of 
Reclamation, for the purchase of a Kubota Tractor Mower.   

 
On the motion of Director Kaiser, seconded by Director Hicks and passed, 

the Consent Agenda was adopted.  
 
5. Bills        APPROVED 
 
 Director Word questioned #11674 for a router.  Park Services Manager 
Belser replied it is for about eight items including scanners and the router for the 
park to scan tickets.  Director Word then asked about #11740 deferred comp flat 
fee.  Ms. Vieira explained this is a flat dollar amount that employees have elected 
to contribute to the Nationwide Deferred Compensation plan as opposed to a 
percentage of pay. 
 

Director Hicks asked about the credit cards at the District.  Mr. Wickstrum 
explained there are two credit cards, one for me and one for Rebekah who 
receives requests from staff to purchase items.  



 2

Director Bergen questioned #11721 for inflatable tubes.  Mr. Wickstrum 
explained this is a regular purchase to replace the float tubes for the Lazy River.  
 

Director Kaiser questioned #11666 to AT&T.  It looks like we pay on 
average about $1,600 a month and how often do we check vendors?  Ms. Collin 
responded that we just reviewed it and a lot of the charges are for internet 
service and our increased bandwidth. 
 
 On the motion of Director Word, seconded by Director Hicks and passed, 
the bills were approved. 
 
6. Committee/Manager Reports   APPROVED FOR FILING 
 

a. Finance Committee Minutes 
 

On the motion of Director Hicks, seconded by Director Kaiser and passed, 
the Committee/Manager Reports were approved for filing. 
 
7. Resolution authorizing the execution of a five year agreement with Ojai 

Rotary-West for the Ojai Wine Festival.    ADOPTED 
 
 The resolution was offered by Director Kaiser, seconded by Director 
Bergen and adopted by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Kaiser, Bergen, Hicks, Word, Baggerly  
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: None 
 
  Resolution is numbered 12-18. 
 
8. Resolution awarding a contract to Industrial Coating and Restoration 

Services in the amount of $147,730 for the recoating of Casitas Dam 
intake track, work platforms and control house exterior metal work. 

          ADOPTED 
 

The resolution was offered by Director Word, seconded by Director Hicks 
and adopted by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Kaiser, Bergen, Hicks, Word, Baggerly  
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: None 
 
  Resolution is numbered 12-19. 
 

9. Ventura Local Agency Formation Commission Call for Nominations for 
Special District Alternate Member.   No Action Taken 

 
10. Budget Workshop 
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a. Review and discussion of the proposed Fiscal Year 2012-2013 
Budget. 

 
A budget review was held by the board with discussion including the need 

for a change in rates.  While originally it was expected to have a 6% in 
commodity and 6% in service charges it is now proposed to be 3% this year and 
3% next year with a 6% on service charge.  The Safety of Dams payment is 
about $3 million and would be paid over 25 years.  The remaining M & I portion 
also needs to be paid. The sample Prop 218 hearing notice was provided to the 
Board. President Baggerly asked about the percentage for salary adjustments 
and Mr. Wickstrum explained that 4% was the maximum amount and those 
adjustments are tied to the April to April CPI numbers which are published in the 
middle of May. 
 
 Mr. Wickstrum explained the need for two additional carry over projects.  
Avenue 1 and 2 transformers need to be carried over due to delays from Edison 
and our desire not to shut those down during our peak season.  We will also 
carry over one vehicle purchase that we didn’t buy this year.  It is too late to buy 
it and get it here this fiscal year.  Director Hicks asked how many vehicles we 
have without AC.  Mr. Wickstrum explained there are three in use by full time 
employees and more in use by part time employees at the park. 
 

Director Bergen explained that the 6% increase is to cover the SOD 
payment while the 3% this year and 3% next year is for general inflation and the 
fact water sales are down. 
 

Mr. Wickstrum informed the board that we have made changes to the 
budget that result in a half million dollars in savings from where the departments 
started initially in January. 
 

Director Hicks asked how fast will we do campground B?  Mr. Wickstrum 
explained it is not a fast project.  It will take design work and review and conduits 
may need to be redone for 50 amps.  Director Kaiser asked if efficiencies to the 
HVAC and lighting are reflected in the budget.  Mr. Wickstrum replied they are 
not reflected in this budget but you may see a reduced number in purchased 
electricity after the changes are implemented. 
  

President Baggerly asked if we are getting $200,000 from the Bureau for 
the entrance gate.  Ms. Belser stated we are planning on it with the matching 
money.  The Bureau has applied for stimulus funds for the project.  Concerns 
regarding the design were discussed briefly and will be discussed further at the 
Recreation Committee.  One concern was having more space for boat 
inspections and traffic design flow for the entrance and exit.   
 

Bert Rapp, representing Ventura River County Water District expressed a 
concern on rate structure.  I would like you to look at resale rate in pumped zone.  
The resale rate is 70% higher than tier one residential rate in the same zone.  It 
is higher than tier two. We take your water at $1.40 and the next door neighbor 
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on your system is paying $ .83.  Look at cost of service what does it cost you to 
deliver to one home versus delivery to us.  I don’t understand why serving water 
out of 4 inch or 6 inch costs more.  Our district maintains the small pipes.  
Comparing your system we ask you to look at getting the prices to reflect cost of 
service.  Have a resale rate more reflective of your retail rate and be reflective of 
service. 
 

Mr. Wickstrum added there are meter charges and there is a bit of 
difference.  We charge $348 for 4 inch meter.  For one area with 72 houses this 
relates to $4.10 per meter.  The customer on Casitas’ side pays $22 per month.  
Other things that go into the rate.  We did that with the Raftelis study.  We found 
at the time that our Residential customers were carrying a burden.  There are 
some things you have to look at on what people are paying for water. 
 

b. Resolution setting the public hearing on the budget for June 27, 
2012. 

 
The resolution was offered by Director Word, seconded by Director 

Bergen and adopted by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Kaiser, Bergen, Hicks, Word, Baggerly  
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: None 
 
  Resolution is numbered 12-20. 
 

c. Resolution setting the protest hearing for water rate adoption on 
June 27, 2012. 

 
The resolution was offered by Director Bergen, seconded by Director 

Word and adopted by the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES: Directors: Kaiser, Bergen, Hicks, Word, Baggerly  
  NOES: Directors: None 
  ABSENT: Directors: None 
 
  Resolution is numbered 12-21. 
 
11. Information Items: 
 

a. Monthly Cost Analysis for operation of Robles, fisheries and fish 
passage. 

b. Lake Casitas Recreation Area Report for March, 2012. 
c. News Articles. 
d. Investment Report. 

 
President Baggerly moved the meeting to closed session at 3:44 p.m. 

 

12. Closed Session 
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 a. (Govt. Code Sec. 54956.9 (a)) 
  Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 

Name of Case: Stanley Revell vs. Roger Herbison, Lake Casitas 
Marina, Inc, and Casitas Municipal Water District  

  Case No. 56-2012-00415946-CU-PO-VTA  
 
 b. (Govt. Code Sec. 54956.9 (c)) 

Conference with Legal Counsel – Anticipated Litigation (One case). 
 
 President Baggerly moved the meeting back to open session at 4:19 p.m. 
and stated there was nothing to report and no action was taken in closed 
session. 
 
13. Adjournment  
 

President Baggerly adjourned the meeting at 4:19 p.m. 
 
 
 
     _________________________ 
     Bill Hicks, Secretary 
 



CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE GENERAL DISTRICT ELECTION TO BE 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 6, 2012, BE CONSOLIDATED WITH OTHER ELECTIONS 

CALLED TO BE HELD ON THE SAME DAY AND IN THE SAME TERRITORY 
 

 
 WHEREAS, an election shall be conducted for the Casitas Municipal Water 
District pursuant to the Uniform District Election Law commencing with Section 10500 of 
the Elections Code on November 6, 2012, for the purpose of electing Directors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors wishes the Elections Division of the Office of 
the county Clerk to conduct said election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 10400 et seq. of the Elections code, said 
elections may be consolidated with other elections to be held on the same day; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors request that this District’s General Elections 
be consolidated with any other election which may be held on the same date and 
involving the same territory. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of Casitas 
Municipal Water District that the general District Election of this District is to be held on 
November 6, 2012, and consolidated with any other elections held on the same date 
and involving all or a portion of the territory of the District pursuant to Section 10400 et 
seq. of the Elections Code; and 
 
 That, pursuant to Election Code Section 10002, the District shall reimburse the 
County in full for the services performed upon presentation of a bill from the County to 
the District. 
 
 ADOPTED this 23rd day of May, 2012 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       President, 
       Casitas Municipal Water District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Secretary,  
Casitas Municipal Water District 
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CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
                                                Inter-Office Memorandum 
 
DATE:  May 14, 2012 
 
TO:         Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Park Services Manager, Carol Belser 
 
Re:  Recreation Committee Meeting of May 14, 2012 
           
RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors receive and file this report. 
 
BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW: 

    
1. Roll Call.  Directors Kaiser and Hicks 

 Staff – PSM Carol Belser, PSO Brent Doan 
  

2. Public comments.  None. 
 

3. Board/Management comments. 
Director Hicks reported on his attendance at the Association of California Water 
Agencies - ACWA conference in Monterey.  He enjoyed the conference, especially 
interacting with Bureau of Reclamation staff.   
 
Director Kaiser asked staff if there were plans for the area where the bike rental had 
been located and asked for it to be agendized for discussion in the future. Director 
Kaiser also commented on the new concession agreements and asked if the 
concessionaire is staying within the demised premises.  PSM Belser stated that they 
are adhering to the new boundaries in the agreement.  
 
PSM Belser provided information on vessels that fail inspection and stated there is no 
protocol to allow failed vessels in the Recreation Area for any reason.  
 

4. Discussion on Feasibility of Boat Liability Insurance. 
PSM Belser and PSO Doan presented an overview of information for the consideration 
of requiring boating customers to show proof of vessel insurance.  Staff reported that 
possessing valid insurance is not state law and the following lakes surveyed did not 
require insurance to launch: Big Bear Lake, Lake Cachuma, Lake Piru, Lake 
Silverwood, Castaic Lake and Lake Lopez.   
 
Director Kaiser reported that an individual’s homeowner insurance may cover vessels 
if they are under 26 feet in length and also wondered if the District had the means to 
offer customers the ability to purchase insurance through the District’s provider.  
 
Discussion continued and the Committee agreed that they would like staff to conduct 
an informal survey of Lake Casitas’ boating customers to determine if the customers 
carry vessel insurance.  Staff will also speak with staff of agencies that require 
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insurance to determine how the programs are administered. Staff will also investigate 
if there is a means for customers to purchase vessel insurance through Casitas’ 
resources.  The topic will be brought back to the Recreation Committee at a later date 
for discussion and consideration.     
   

5. Update on Bowfishing. 
PSM Belser discussed the bowfishing program noting the season will end May 15, 
2012. She reported that the pilot program’s protocol has been very successful, but we 
had a modest amount of bowfishers participating in the Lake Casitas program. The 
program will resume beginning October 1, 2012. 
 

6. Lake Casitas Recreation Area Entry and Exit Draft Design 
PSM Belser reviewed the draft design for reconfiguring the front entrance and exit for 
the Recreation Area. She reported that grant funding from the Bureau of Reclamation 
is available for the project, but the amount is still unknown pending an award of funds 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The BOR submitted an 
application on Casitas’ behalf.    

 
7. Review of Incidents and Comments 

PSM Belser reviewed the April incidents.  
 

























































































 

CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO:  GENERAL MANAGER, STEVE WICKSTRUM 

FROM:  PRINCIPAL CIVIL ENGINEER, NEIL COLE 

SUBJECT: GRANT A TEMPORARY EASEMENT-ARUNDO ERADICATION 

DATE:  MAY 11, 2012 

 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the Board of Directors grant a temporary easement to the 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District for the sole purpose of treatment/removal of 
non-native plants within Casitas’ property in the Ventura River. 

Background: 

In August 2007, Casitas’ Board of Directors granted the Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District a temporary easement to remove non native plants from the Ventura 
River watershed area owned by Casitas.  The temporary easement is due to expire on July 
31, 2012.  The Ventura County Watershed Protection District has requested a new 
temporary easement that will terminate on July 31, 2022.  The purpose of the temporary 
easement is to continue the removal process of non native plants from the Ventura River.  
The terms of the temporary easement are the same as in the previous temporary easement.  
Ventura County Watershed Protection District will pay Casitas $500 for the easement. 











CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO:  STEVE WICKSTRUM, GENERAL MANAGER 

FROM:  NEIL COLE, CIVIL ENGINEER 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZE GENERAL MANAGER TO SIGN CHANGE ORDER NO. 1-RINCON 2(M) PIPELINE 
REPLACEMENT STATION 65 TO 76, SPECIFICATION 11-346 

DATE:  MAY 17, 2012 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Board of Directors authorize the General Manager to sign Change Order 
No. 1 in the amount of $29,993.55 for the Rincon 2(M) Pipeline Replacement, Station 65-76, 
Specification 11-346. 
 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
In December 2011, the Board approved a contract with Toro Enterprises to complete the Rincon 2(M) 
Pipeline replacement project.  During construction of the project three changes occurred: 
 

1. The pipe material was changed from PVC to HDPE because the PVC supplier backed out of the 
project. 

2. The drilling subcontractor encountered the Monterey Formation much earlier than expected, 
thereby requiring a change in the drill tooling and equipment. 

3. Casitas decided to not have Toro Enterprises cap the old pipe but Casitas will instead valve the 
old pipe off after a meter is relocated by Casitas’ crews. 

 
The net change to the contract amount is $29,993.55.  This amount includes a $3696 credit from Toro 
Enterprises for not having to cap the old pipe. 
 



 
 CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 

DATE: May 17, 2012 

    PROJECT:  Rincon 2m Pipeline Replacement Specification No. 11-346 

    CONTRACTOR:  Toro Enterprises 

    ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 6285, Oxnard, CA 93031   

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION OF WORK UNIT 
PRICE 

TOTAL 

1 
 
 
2 
 
3 
 
 
4 

Credit for deletion of a portion of Bid Item No. 6 

Extra work, labor, materials and miscellaneous items to complete 
installation of HDPE pipe instead of PVC Pipe. 

Extra work, labor, materials and miscellaneous items to complete 
drilling for pipe through the Monterey Formation (differing site 
conditions) 

General Contractor’s mark-up on Sub contractor’s change 

LS 

LS 

 

LS 

 

LS 

$ (3,696.00) 

$7508.00 

 

$ 24,934.81 

 

$1246.74 

 

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CHANGE ORDER NO. 1                                  $29,993.55 
 
ORIGINAL CONTRACT AMOUNTS           $589,535.00 
 
PREVIOUS APPROVED CHANGE ORDER AMOUNT                                               -0-       
 
NEW CONTRACT AMOUNT  $ 619,528.55 
 
EXTENSION OF CONTRACT TIME -0- DAYS 
 
 CASITAS MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT 
 
 
 APPROVED:___________________ 
 STEVEN E. WICKSTRUM 
 GENERAL MANAGER 
ACCEPTED:  
 
By:_____________________________________   DATE: ______________________________ 
 
 
 
Name Printed_____________________________ 



ACWA 

2012 SPRING CONFERENCE 

As interpreted by Director Jim Word 

Wednesday Breakfast Meeting 

“Building Bold” 

Don McNicol, Author, commenting. 

Much of the State’s major infrastructure items were started in the 1930s. i.e., The Bay Bridge 

that connects population centers and the State Water system that brings water to the south 

and the San Joaquin Valley making population and Ag. Expansion possible. 

In the 80s the States’ infrastructure was surveyed and graded.  That grade was a D‐ at that time.  

This same infrastructure is in real need of upgrading and replacement.  To compound this need 

is the fact those same projects are now being driven by seismic and environmental concerns. 

Interesting and disturbing points were made that 45% of our roads are impacted and carrying 

much more than intended.  One third of our bridges are deficient.  There are 85,000 dams in 

the U.S. and only 11% are owned by the Government.  This leaves the balance with little aspect 

of upgrading. 

Bart Neg, Cal Trans representative assigned to the Bay Bridge gave an update and progress 

report on it’s’ construction and progress. 

Wednesday A.M. Meeting 

“Getting the Skinny on water Rates and way they have increased so much” 

Sanjay Gaur, Senior Mgr. of Raftilis, led much of the discussion. 

There has been a 5 to 8% steady increase in water rates for the last 10 to 15 years.  Rate payer 

meetings are becoming more and more hostel.  The lack of trust of agencies by rate payers is 

becoming more evident.  Some trends and reasons for the increases are no surprise. 

Agencies and infrastructure were originally funded thru non rate systems such as bonds, taxes 

and grants.  Many of our systems were developed 30 – 50 years ago and are now reaching an 

end of life situation.  Redo’s, repairs and increasing maintenance now becomes rate related as 

the other sources dry up.  Rates must take up the slack. 
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Some examples of rate dependency and looming crisis are; In the 80s MWD was 70% 

dependent on rates.  In 2011 they were 85%.  At the same time, water sales are holding even or 

dropping due to increased efficiencies and conservation. 

Another example given was:  The City of San Francisco water sales in 2011 was lowest since 

1999 but expenditures are up. 

Many agencies are trying to hold the line by increasing the participation of employees’ 

contributions to and for their retirement and health care benefits. 

None of this is any real surprise.  As a result, water rates are going to continue to rise.  For them 

to pass and be accepted it is absolutely critical that agencies communicate with the rate payer.  

There must be transparency.  There must be solid plans presented.  Capital plans must be well 

thought out and their need fully explained. 

Wednesday Lunch Program 

“The California Water Bond” 

In today’s political and economic climate, the Bond has a very slim chance of passing.  The 

consensus is: The need is recognized and the seriousness of the system failure is recognized but 

there is just not enough trust in State government to handle it and it doesn’t have to be now.  

At this point in the conference, ACWA was still debating their support of moving the Bond to 

the 2014 ballot. 

It would seem nothing will happen until a disaster occurs.  There is just too much parochial 

attitude for progress to occur without some overriding disaster. 

Wednesday Afternoon 

“Water Conservation and Transfers” 

This session had the potential of being very informational.  However; it was so poorly done with 

difficulty in hearing, no handouts, and many slides shown so rapidly notes could not be taken.  

In spite of the poor presentation, a few points were gleaned.  Among them:  Can’t get a water 

right but can get a change.  If you transfer water you are putting to use.  Use of ground water is 

and can be a surface water transfer. 

The three basic rules for transfer are: 

1. No injury to any legal user. 

2. There is to be no unreasonable effects on fish, etc. 

3. No unreasonable impact to the overall economy. 
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The “No Injury rule” means to other legal users.  Not just too prior users but any other user.  

This protects junior users from senior user. 

“The Public Records Act” 

A very good session.  An Advanced Training in the California Public Records Act Manual was 

handed out.  A copy will be given to staff for their reference. 

Some basic tenants covered were: 

An agency must respond to a request for records.  The purpose of the request is irrelevant.  

There are deadlines such as; an agency must determine and respond to the request within 

10 days.  Delivery does not have to be in 10 days. 

Other facts regarding request are: 

Agencies are not required to create a document or compile a list.  Future records can’t be 

requested before they exist.  A record must exist.  An agency may not just say “no” verbally.  

A denial must be in writing and must identify the person denying the request and must 

state the reason for denying it.  An agency can’t disclose to some and withhold from others. 

Inspection and copying are to be done and made available during office hours.  Restrictions 

are to fall under the “Rule of Reason”. 

Fees can be charged.  Inspections are to be at no charge.  Charges can be made for copies.  

Those charges can include running the machine, material and staff time.  Usually those 

charges average about 10 – 15 cents per page. 

There are many stipulations and regulations regarding the “Act”.  The training manual 

would be most helpful in tracking these details. 

Thursday A.M. Session 

“Ethics Training” 

I attended the required bi annual Ethics Training session.  I received a certificate of 

attendance which will be passed on to staff for the record and filling. 

Thursday Lunch Meeting 

“Implementation of the ESA” 

An interesting perspective was given by Michael Bean, Councilor the Assistant Secretary 

Fish and Game and Wildlife and Parks Service. 
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According to Mr. Bean: 

The list of endangered species is being greatly expanded by 2015.  According to Mr. Bean 

those affected are voluntarily working for solutions.  Advance notices of pending listings are 

being given.  Due to this action there has been some limited success in avoiding the actual 

listing. 

The biggest step in making co‐equal goals work is to increase the dialog between water and 

Federal agencies.  To make ESA work or to be effective everyone must have an open mind 

and be willing to adapt innovative measures. 

In my mind this statement seemed to have a certain amount of disconnect with reality as I 

heard from later sessions on the ESA.  The openness and adaptability seams to fall much 

more to the water side than the Fed. Side of the equation.   

There appears to be some major concern about the difference in listing and regulation 

between State and Federal Agencies.  The panel and presenters recognized this but offered 

no real solutions. 

The issue of use of “Good Science” was brought up.  There was admittance that “Best 

Available” science may not be ‘Good” science.  One can’t help but determine the regulating 

agencies are saying one thing and practicing something else.  It was certainly apparent there 

is limited consideration given to economic circumstances.  

One can only conclude we can’t expect any relief from Congress which doesn’t seem to be 

able to get anything done. 

In all of this, DFG has no option but to press forward with efforts as they see them, to 

recover every species on the ES list. 

Thursday Afternoon 

“ESA and Critical Habitat and it Effect on Local Water Supply” 

Critical Habitat is defined as the specific area essential to the conservation of a listed 

species.  It can be occupied or unoccupied.  An area may be excluded if exclusion outweighs 

inclusion unless the result it would be extinction.  If an HCP is in place, DFG may exclude the 

area from CH. 

The ESA states that economic impacts must be considered.  It also states that Government 

will consult with water agencies when they are affected.  Unfortunately these factors are 

where there seems to be a disconnect between what is stated and what is reality.  In 
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practicality, they don’t.  They tend to make the decision then inform those affected.  Such 

was the case in two of the cases presented during the session. 

Judging from their record, not what they say, and recent actions, Casitas should not expect 

any openness or consideration when it comes time for our Biological Opinion update. 

Friday Breakfast Meeting 

“Decision 2012” 

Kevin Eckery, Political Analyst from Sacramento, commented on the political climate. 

Based upon the political and economic climate it is probably best ACWA has made the 

determination to support moving the Water Bond issue to the 2014 election. 

California is facing a “Perfect Storm” for the 2012 elections.  Mostly based upon the issues 

of Redistricting and the Open Vote.  The predictions are that both Prop. 29 and the Term 

Limit initiative will be defeated.  In all likelihood the Nov. ballot will be a rerun of the June 

ballot as far as the election of several legislative offices are concerned.  Much of the 

discussion centered on Northern California and the San Diego Area. 
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Thursday May10, 2012 
 
Statewide Issues Forum: “The Business of Water:  What is the Water 
Conservation Potential for the Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional Sector 
(CII)?”  
 
Moderator:  Frances Spivy-Weber 
Randi Knott  Patrick Pilz 
Toby Roy  Trudy Hughes 
 
Toby Roy: SDWA Water Resource Manager reviews the work being done by a 
Task Force on the development and implementation of the legislation from 
SBX7 – 7. 
 
The report outlines Metrics, Public Infrastructure to deliver recycled water, 
Barriers to increasing recycled water use, Technical feasibility and cost of the 
users BMP’s for efficient water use in the CII sector. 
 
There is a focus on users.  And a study of device Based Standards (e.g. gallons 
per flush, clothes washers, dish washers, etc.). 
 
Alternative Water Supplies:  Blowdown, process water, condensate, 
stromwater/rainwater, graywater. 
 
The CII Sector is to be assessed individually because policies are not “one size 
fits all”. 
 
Trudi Hughes, CA League of Food Processors reviews the innovations used by 
the Fruit and Vegetable Processors. 
 
Energy and Water costs both are driving factors in the food industry. Cleaning, 
sanitizing, cooking, final packaging, canning, incidental use (restrooms, 
landscaping). 



 
Water use 30 billion gallons per year. Olives – 8.5 – 11,000 g/ton 
Tomatoes – 950 g/ton, Peaches – 2,800 g/ton. 
 
The water can be utilized 7 times before it is released mostly for irrigation. 
 
Patrick Pilz – California American Water Company.  This gentleman spent lots 
of time talking about all the things the company does to try to conserve water.  
I could hardly listen.  All I could think about was how the company would add 
up the tally of how much all this outreach costs and add up the cost of any 
water conserved and use the resulting sum as justification for another rate 
increase before the CA PUC. 
 
Randi Knott, CA Hotel and Lodging Association.  She went through all the 
“green” things the hotel industry does to save water.  The biggest water saver is 
that little sign in hotel rooms that encourages people to reuse towels and sleep 
on sheets for the two or three day stay of guests. 
 
Take away for this session:  review our water customers and evaluate the 
possibilities for water conservation. 
 
Lunch Keynote Speakers 
 
Michael Bean – Counselor to the Assistant Secretary Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks Services, U.S. Department of the Interior 
 
Douglas Wheeler – Partner Hogan Lovells (developing comments for ACWA on 
the Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking) 
 
The main point was that Interior is looking for innovative ways to implement 
the Endangered Species Act through voluntary proactive preservation and 
protection of species before listing takes place. 
 
ACWA’s main comment was that everything takes too long for industry. 
 
Federal Issues  
 
Paul Robershotte – USCOE stated that the Corps is looking to reset priorities 
and focus.  They administered 7 billion in stimulus funds. There are 
diminishing pool resources and a diminishing asset base.  The levee system in 



the U.S. needs 100 billion.  Sequestration will require a 50% reduction in 
budget. 
Dr. Terry Fulp – Interim Lower Colorado Regional Director, outlined the plusses 
and minuses of the Colorado River water storage and delivers system.  What is 
the trend?  Downward, in average annual flows. 
 
Donald Glaser – Mid-Pacific Regional Director – After softening up the audience 
with glowing introductions of all of the staffers present he proceeded to outline 
the accomplishments of the last four years of his tenure.  He and his staff have 
completed projects that have been stumbling along for 20 to 25 years. One that 
I can remember is the CVP Intertie.  In conversations before the meeting began 
it sounded very much like Don is seriously considering retirement in the near 
future.  I did invite him again to come and visit CMWD.  He mentioned 
September or October.  We should send him an invitation so he can schedule 
it. 
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